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MaineDOT Flash Facts
Topic: Traffic Control Devices/Intersections
National Trends
•

In 2004, there were more than 2.7 million intersection-related crashes, resulting
in 9,100 fatalities.
• In 2003, there were 26,000 red light running crashes resulting in more than 900
deaths and 176,000 injuries.
• Forty-two percent of all pedestrian injuries and twenty-one percent of pedestrian
fatal injuries occurred at intersections.
_____________________________________________________________________
Maine
During an average three-year period, there were nearly 31,000 crashes at intersections
resulting in 100 fatalities and 15,000 injuries.
______________________________________________________________________
Signalized Intersections
In Maine, there are approximately 600 traffic light controlled intersections.
(Crash data below is from a recent three-year period.)
•
•
•

1/3 crashes take place at intersections with the biggest cause being driver
inattention. The second most common reason is drivers who don’t yield the right
of way.
There were 9,000 crashes at these locations resulting in approximately 10
fatalities and 4,000 injuries.
While Maine’s total crashes at traffic lights have decreased by 20%, red light
running crashes have increased 10% during recent years.

More on the common driver errors at Maine traffic lights:
•
•

Disregarding traffic signals cause nearly 1,500 crashes and 1,000 injuries.
Approximately 5,000 drivers were reported as being distracted or inattentive.

This information is provided by MaineDOT, for further safety information contact 207-624-3278

•

Failing to yield the right of way caused another 2,300 crashes and 1,300 injuries.

It is never safe to assume anything, particularly at road intersections. A little common
sense and patience can prevent intersection crashes. These tips from the MaineDOT
can also help:





Do not assume that the light will stay green long enough for you to reach it.
Even if you have the green light, remember that other drivers may not stop at
their red light.
Remember that “Right on Red” is restricted in some areas. When it is allowed,
you must first come to a complete stop to check for traffic and pedestrians before
turning.
A driver going straight through an intersection has the right of way before an
opposing driver turning left.

Right Turn On Red: Here in Maine, it's a great convenience to be able to turn right on
a red light, but it's not legal 100% of the time. And since almost one-third of Maine
crashes take place at intersections, make sure you know the rules. It's NOT legal to turn
right on red when:
• A pedestrian or bicyclist is trying to cross in front of you.
• Cars are streaming by on the intersecting roadway.
• You haven't come to a full stop first.
• A sign expressly prohibits right on red or a traffic signal red arrow is present.
_____________________________________________________________________
Other Intersection Safety Reminders
 When two drivers approach an intersection without traffic lights or signs at the
same time, the driver on the right has the right of way.
 At a 4-way stop sign, the vehicle reaching the intersection first should proceed
first. But all vehicles must first come to a complete stop.
 Keep focused on driving. Scan ahead, watching for signals, signs, traffic, and
any pedestrian and bicycle activity.
 Maintain proper lane position.
 Check all lanes for possible traffic conflicts. Be aware that another driver waving
you through for a left turn may mean well, but not be aware of other oncoming
traffic.
 When making a left turn, keep your vehicle’s wheels straight until you proceed
into the turn. Otherwise, getting hit from the rear could send you into the
opposing lane and oncoming traffic. Check mirrors to make sure traffic behind
can stop.
 At rotaries, vehicles already in the rotary have the right of way.
 Use turn signals to show where you are going.
 Slow down at intersections and be ready to stop.
This information is provided by MaineDOT, for further safety information contact 207-624-3278




Don’t delay traffic. When it’s your turn to proceed, do so at a safe speed without
delaying those behind you.
Plan ahead – know your travel route.

So at intersections, don’t make assumptions regarding traffic or signal changes-always
be ready for changing conditions, always be prepared to stop and always leave yourself
an out.
______________________________________________________________________
Bicycle/Pedestrian Crashes
There have been nearly 200 pedestrian and bicycle crashes at signalized intersections
over the last three years. These road users are very vulnerable to crash injury.
Intersections can sometimes be confusing during high traffic times of the day. This
confusion can lead to crashes, and, in some instances, death.


Even when you have a green light, make sure that it is safe to go through the
intersection by looking both ways.
 Be prepared to stop at yellow lights.
 When stopping at an intersection, stop at the painted stop bar, before
crosswalks, or if neither are present, at the intersection itself without entering the
crossing traffic lane.
 Remember that people going straight through an intersection have the right-ofway before any vehicles turning left.
______________________________________________________________________

Be a Road Model: Be careful at intersections and always wear your safety belt.

This information is provided by MaineDOT, for further safety information contact 207-624-3278

